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Prosodia Daseia [2015] for trombone and voices
for Will Lang and Ekmeles

The world of this piece was shaped by my experience as a runner.  As a runner maintains control of her body in pursuit of a quantifiable goal while negotiating 
the vagaries of her physical condition, it is in how the performer handles the constant physical struggle of the trombone writing that determines how and if this 
piece comes off.

I like to think of this work less as a piece of music than as an “energetic sculpture”: an arrangement in time of qualities and intensities of the body; an interplay 
of strain, release, focus, tension, dissolution, and force.  The title is from the Greek for “sign of rough breathing”, a term originally used to denote the aspirate 
sign in ancient Greek and later adopted as a means of musical notation, the so-called “Daseian” notation of the 9th and 10th centuries.

The trombonist and the singers occupy two entirely different, but tangential worlds.  While the trombone part is volatile and chaotic, the writing for the vocal
ensemble is restrained, orderly, and reliant on some traditional musical categories.

Prosodia Daseia was premiered by Will Lang and Ekmeles at the DiMenna Center in New York City on June 29th, 2015 as part of the Five Boroughs Music 
Festival.

The solo version was premiered by Will Lang at Spectrum in New York City on May 21st, 2016.

Duration: 12 minutes



Notation

Rhythm/Sustain

All rhythmic information is provided in two “rhythm staffs” at the top of the trombone part in each system.  The top staff indicates 
timing in seconds while the bottom staff indicates rational rhythms using quasi-traditional means.  The horizontal spacing of the 
notation is exactly proportional to the indicated rhythms.  The rational rhythms need only be strictly observed by the trombonist; 
singers should place their entrances using horizontal spacing and cues from the trombone part.  If singers are getting a pitch from
a cue in the trombone part, it is acceptable to enter slightly after the indicated cue.

Trombone Tablature Staffs/Symbols

 The music is all notated using a decoupled tablature system.  The techniques employed by the trombonist are split into four 
different parameters, each indicated on a separate staff.  The interaction of these decoupled techniques should at times produce an 
unpredictable sonic result bearing no relation to the notation.  No attempt should be made to correct for this unpredictability.

Non-Standard Accidentals

 natural -31 cents  flat -31 cents   quarter-tone flat

 natural +31 cents  sharp -31 cents  quarter-tone sharp

Phonemes

 Vocal phonemes are indicated using standard IPA symbols.  When accompanied by horizontal arrows, transitions between 
 phonemes should be as smooth as possible.
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Pitch staff:
Indicates the pitch to be buzzed. 

The given pitchshould be aimed for 
even when it does not correspond to
a partial of the fundamental indicated

by the other parameters.

Air staff:
Indicates the amount of air to be used.

The divisions of the staff roughly correspond
to the following dynamic levels:

ffff - f - p - pppp

Breath mark:
This piece is constructed so as to constantly

challenge the breath capacity of the performer.
Breathe absolutely as little as possible, but when 

necessary, do so only where there is abreath mark.
Because the technical parameters given on the staff 

do not include breaks for breaths, it is up to 
the performer to reconcile the breath with the 

prescribed techniques.

Trigger staff:
Indicates the use of the F trigger.

A solid black bar indicates that
it is on.  When specified, try to 

effect as smooth a transition
between the on and off positions.

Slide staff:
Indicates the position of
the slide from position 1

(top) to position 7 (bottom).

10 6

red indicates use
of the voice

fluttertongue

when applicable, numbers
indicate which partial is

given by the buzz
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